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c. No billboard shall be located within 500 feet of any park, school or roadside rest area. 

MCZO § 1403.3.1.B.3 

 

The Billboard is not located within 500’ of a school or roadside rest area; 

however, it is located approximately 470’ from the parcel boundary (“Parcel 

Boundary”) of a City of Tempe park (“Park”) located on the other side of the 

SR202 freeway.  While the billboard is within 500’ of the Parcel Boundary, 

the usable park area is over 100’ farther south, across a road and maintenance 

access area, resulting in approximately 600’ of separation between the 

Billboard and portions of the park that will be used for recreation.  As part of 

this application, the Applicant is requesting a variation of the 500’ required 

separation requirement from a City park to 470’ to allow the billboard to 

remain in its current location.  This request does not propose changes to the 

existing location of the Billboard, which has been in place for 11 years.  The 

proposed variation is reflected within the attached Development Standards 

Chart found in Section X.   

 

Figure 7. Distance to Park  

 
 

4. No billboard(s) shall have features that emit sound or be audible in any manner. MCZO § 

1403.3.1.C 

 

The proposed Billboard will not be audible in any manner. 
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5. No billboard(s) shall be located in or within 660 feet of a Scenic Corridor Overlay Zoning 

District. MCZO § 1403.3.1.D  

 

The proposed Billboard is not located in or within 660’ of a Scenic Corridor 

Overlay Zoning District. 

 

6. No billboard(s) shall be located on any property located within any Maricopa County 

Scenic Corridor. MCZO § 1403.3.1.E 

 

 The proposed Billboard is not located within a Maricopa County Scenic 

Corridor. 

Further, as provided in the MCZO Section 1404.3.F., an off-site advertising sign is subject 

to  the following development standards: 

 

1. Static and digital billboards located within 300 feet of an existing freeway:  

 

a. Shall be limited to 48 feet above adjacent grade or elevation of the main travel 

lanes of a freeway immediately adjacent to the billboard or subject property 

(whichever is greater but not to exceed 70 feet), inclusive of all billboard 

embellishments and attachments, excluding additional 3 feet for top mounted 

lighting fixtures. MCZO § 1403.3.1.F.2.a. 

 

Case Number Z2016010 approved a zone change major amendment that 

included an IUPD Overlay amending the development standards to increase 

the sign height to 54’ (excluding another four feet above the top of the sign) 

and the sign area to 672 sq. ft.  In that case, height was measured from 

adjacent grade.  The existing zoning remains per MCZO § 1403.3.1.L and is 

not superseded by the 2021 Text Amendment. This request will not alter the 

54’ height or 672 sf sign face area of the existing Billboard.  Further, as 

measured from the main travel lanes of the adjacent freeway, the Billboard’s 

height is 41’, which is within the current Zoning Ordinance’s 48’ maximum, 

and the height above adjacent grade remains 54’, which is less than the 70’ 

“not to exceed” height. 

 

b. Shall be limited to 672 square feet in sign face area. The maximum square 

footage of sign area may be exceeded by up to 20% by use of billboard 

embellishments. MCZO § 1403.3.1.F.2.a.  

 

Each Billboard face is proposed to be 672 sf. Furthermore, Case Number 

Z2016010 approved a 672 sq. ft. sign face area and the existing zoning remains 

per MCZO § 1403.3.1.L. 
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2. A billboard may be double-faced or “V” shaped, provided the “V” shape is designed 

so that there is no greater than fifty-four (54) inches between faces at the apex and the 

angle between the faces of the sign is no greater than 45 degrees. MCZO § 1403.3.1.G 

 

The Billboard is “V” shaped with two faces.  The distance between the faces is 

no greater than 54 inches at the apex, and the angle is no greater than 45 degrees. 

 

3. Any modifications to a billboard within the Military Airport and Ancillary Military 

Facility Overlay Zoning District shall require a new Use Compatibility and 

Consistency Determination (UCCD) pursuant to Section 1010. MCZO § 1403.3.1.H. 

 

The Billboard is not located within the Military Airport and Ancillary Military 

Facility Overlay Zoning District.  

 

4. All lighting shall adhere to Article 1112.3.2 of the Maricopa County Zoning 

Ordinance. MCZO § 1403.3.1.I. 

 
The lighting of the proposed Billboard will adhere to Article 1112.3.2 of the 

MCZO. 

 

In addition, the MCZO applies the following general conditions to digital billboards:  

 

1. Digital billboards shall be permitted if: MCZO § 1403.3.1.J.1. 

 

a. Located fewer than 3 miles from the boundary of an incorporated city or 

town.  

 

The proposed Billboard is located within a County island, less than three miles from 

the City of Tempe boundary.  

 

b. If within 300 feet of and oriented towards an existing freeway’s main travel 

lanes as classified by Maricopa County as of December 15, 2021. 

 

The proposed Billboard is within 300’ of SR 202 and the orientation will 

remain oriented toward the main travel lanes of SR 202. 

 

2. Digital billboards shall include optical down angled LED’s, and horizontal louvers 

(as well as vertical louvers if within 500 feet of a residential zoning district boundary 

or a residential use in a rural zoning district) extending past the diode at a minimum 

of .480” to minimize light trespass. MCZO § 1403.3.1.J.2. 

 

The proposed Billboard will include the required optical down angled LED’s 

and horizontal louvers to minimize light trespass.  Because the billboard is not 

within 500’ of residential zoning district or use, vertical louvers are not 

required. 
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3. Network time shall be made available on all digital sign faces to federal, state, and 

local public safety agencies for emergency messaging. Such messages shall override 

all copy for one hour and shall then be displayed for no fewer than eight seconds in 

every minute as long as needed. MCZO § 1403.3.1.J.3. 

 

Network time on the Billboard will be made available to federal, state, and 

local public safety agencies for emergency messaging.  

 

4. Digital billboards shall adhere to the provisions of Article 1401.3 of this Chapter, 

except that from 11:00 p.m. until sunrise all digital billboard illumination shall be 

extinguished, and all digital billboards shall be equipped with an automatic devise to 

assure compliance. These illumination requirements shall not be applicable to the 

display of any Amber Alert or other governmental emergencies, or for other 

emergency situations as determined by the Zoning Administrator. Further, in the 

event of an electronic malfunction the sign shall be shut off until repairs have been 

made to restore the electronic messaging system. MCZO § 1403.3.1.J.4. 

 

The proposed Billboard will adhere to the provisions of Article 1401.3 of the 

MCZO and be equipped so that all illumination is automatically extinguished 

from 11:00pm until sunrise and shall be shut off in the event of a malfunction 

until repairs are made.  

 

5. Display time shall not change-message more than once every 8 seconds. There shall 

be no animation, flashing, blinking or moving lights. In the transition between copy 

changes, there shall be no sense of movement from one image to the next. MCZO § 

1403.3.1.J.5. 

 

The message display time will not change more than once every 8 seconds 

and the Billboard will not have any animation, flashing, blinking, or moving 

illumination. 

 

6. Dimmers on all digital billboards shall be set in the evening hours (from sunset to 

11:00 p.m.) not to exceed 300 nits. MCZO § 1403.3.1.J.6. 

 

From sunset to 11:00pm the proposed Billboard shall have dimmers set to not 

exceed 300 nits.  

 

7. The digital billboard shall have an automatic turn-off mechanism in case of 

malfunction. MCZO § 1403.3.1.J.7. 

 

The proposed Billboard will have an automatic turn-off mechanism in case of 

malfunction. 

 

8. All lawfully existing static billboards on December 15, 2021, that become non-

conforming due to Ordinance amendment on said date may not be modified or 

converted to digital unless brought into conformance with all requirements of this 
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Ordinance; with the exception, that support columns may be relocated a maximum of 

20 feet from the existing location, and or replace upward lighting with downward 

lighting as stated in 1112.7.1. MCZO § 1403.3.1.J.8. 

 

The existing static billboard became legally nonconforming due to the 2021 

Text Amendment.  Per MCZO § 1403.3.1.K., “a legal non-conforming static 

billboard that does not meet all requirements of this Article may be modified 

or converted to digital with approval of a Special Use Permit.”  

 

9. A legal non-conforming static billboard that does not meet all requirements of this 

Article may be modified or converted to digital with approval of a Special Use Permit 

in accordance with Article 1301.1.21 of this Ordinance. MCZO § 1403.3.1.K 

 

The existing static billboard is legally nonconforming because of the 

approximate 500’ separation to another off-site sign to the west.  Therefore, 

we are requesting this special use permit in accordance with Article 1301.1.21 

of the Ordinance.  

 

V.  Location and Accessibility  

 

The Property is located adjacent to the SR-202 Red Mountain Freeway, approximately 

1,300’ east of Rural Road on Gilbert Drive.  Access to the Property is from the south by way of a 

25' wide asphalt paved driveway.   

 

VI. Circulation System   

 

The Property can be accessed via a gate at the south end of the Property. From there, access 

to the rest of the site is not limited.  All vehicle traffic will come from Gilbert Drive.  

 

VII. Development Schedule  

  

If approved, the development requested will be constructed in a single phase with 

construction anticipated later this year.  

 

VIII. Community Facilities and Services 
 

The nearest park, schools, and school districts are listed below:  

 
Facility Name Approximate Distance 

from Billboard 

Park City of Tempe Park, near Ten01 building 476’ 

School Laird Elementary School 1.2 miles 

School  Arizona State University 1.3 miles 

School District Tempe Union High School District/ Tempe 

Elementary School District 

N/A 
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IX. Public Utilities and Services 
 

The following utilities and services apply to this Property:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

X. Development Standards 
 

 Below are the current development standards, including the proposed variations.  

REGULATION 

BASE ZONING 

DISTRICT 

REGULATIONS 

(IND-2) 

BASE ZONING 

DISTRICT 

REGULATIONS 

(IND-2 IUPD) 

PROPOSED ZONING 

REGULATIONS  

(IND-2 IUPD SUP) 

Building Height  40’ 40’ 40’ 

Min. Front Yard 10’ 10’ 10’ 

Min. Side Yard 3’ 3’ 3’ 

Min. Rear Yard 

25’ (abutting rural 

or residential) 

0’ (other zoning 

districts) 

25’ (abutting rural 

or residential) 

0’ (other zoning 

districts) 

25’ (abutting rural or 

residential) 

0’ (other zoning districts) 

Min. Lot Area 6,000 sq. ft. 6,000 sq. ft. 6,000 sq. ft. 

Min. Lot Width 60’ 60’ 60’ 

Max. Lot Coverage 60% 60% 60% 

Max. Billboard Height, 

within 300’ of an 

Existing Freeway 

48’ (above the 

greater of 

adjacent grade 

or elevation of 

the main travel 

lanes of a 

freeway, but not 

to exceed 70’) 

54’ (above 

adjacent grade) 

41’ (above freeway main 

travel lanes) 

54’ (above adjacent grade) 

Table B: Utility and Service Providers 

Water City of Tempe 

Wastewater City of  Tempe 

Electrical Arizona Public Service 

Natural Gas Southwest Gas Corporation 

Communications Cox Communications, Century Link 

Police Maricopa County Sherriff’s Office 

Fire City of Phoenix 

School District Tempe Union High School District/ Tempe Elementary 

School District 
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Min. Distance from 

another Billboard, 

within 3 Miles of a 

Municipality 

1000’ 1000’ 500’ 

Max. Billboard Face 

Area, within 300’ of an 

Existing Freeway 

672 sq. ft. 672 sq. ft. 672 sq. ft. 

Min. Distance of 

Illuminated Billboard 

from Rural/Residential 

Zoning 

 

 

150’ 150’ 150’ 

Min. Distance of Non-

Illuminated Billboard 

from Rural/Residential 

Zoning 

 

 

100’ 100’ 100’ 

Min. Distance of 

Billboard from a Park, 

School or Roadside 

Rest Area 

 

 

500’ 500’ 470’ 

 

  

This application includes two variation requests to permit the Billboard to remain in its current 

location: (1) minimum radial distance from another billboard within 3 miles of a municipality 

(“Billboard Separation”) from 1,000’ to 500’ and (2) minimum distance from the Billboard to a 

park (“Park Separation”) from 500’ to 470’.  

 

 The required Billboard Separation was recently modified in the 2021 Text Amendment.  

The changes to the Ordinance now require a 1,000’ radial separation between billboards on the 

same side of the freeway regardless of orientation, whereas the previous version of the Ordinance 

took into account the street to which a billboard was oriented.  As a result, the Billboard was made 

legal nonconforming as it is approximately 530’ from an existing billboard to the west.  The request 

of a 500’ separation would permit the Billboard to remain in its current location and mirrors 

ADOT’s 500’ separation requirement, which has been applied to the billboards on this stretch of 

the SR202 freeway.  

 

 The Park Separation variation from 500’ to 470’ is also necessary to maintain the current 

location of the Billboard, which has been in place for 11 years.  Although the Park’s Parcel 

Boundary falls within the 500’ separation, the usable park space is farther south across a road, 

approximately 600’ from the Billboard.  In addition, the intervening SR 202 between the Park and 

the Billboard further minimizes any impact on park visitors. 
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XI. Conclusion 

 

As is demonstrated above, this request to convert both faces of an existing off-site 

advertising sign from static to digital with corresponding development standard updates, while 

maintaining the maximum 54’ height and 672sf size approved in the 2016 IUPD zoning case, 

will increase the pool of potential advertisers, improve image clarity, and better match the 

surrounding development along this prime commercial corridor. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Fedorka, P.E. 
Planning & Development 
301 W. Jefferson St., Suite 170 
Phoenix, Arizona 85003 
Phone: (602) 506-7151 
Fax: (602) 506-8762 

www.maricopa.gov/planning 
Email address: 
Bob.Fedorka@Maricopa.gov 
  

Maricopa County 
Planning & Development Department 
Engineering Plan Review 

 
 

 

 

 

Date:    June 24, 2022 
 
Memo To: Darren Gerard, AICP, Planning Manager, Department of Planning & 

Development 
 
Attn: Adam Cannon, Planner, Planning & Development Services 

  
From: Robert Fedorka, P.E., Engineering Supervisor, Planning & Development 

Services 
 
cc: Michael Norris, P.E., Engineering Manager, Planning & Development 
 
Subject:   Z2022109 – SUP to Convert Existing Billboard to Digital 
  (E1 Memo) 
 

Job Site Address: 1080 E. Gilbert Dr., Tempe 
 
APN(s): 132-18-001D 
 

PND engineering plan review (DPR, FCD and PND Transportation) has reviewed the 1st 
submittal of the subject application routed for review on June 14, 2022. PND Engineering 
has no comments or objections subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. Applicant shall be responsible for coordinating any requirements that may be 

imposed by ADOT (redletter@azdot.gov).  
 

2. All development and engineering design shall be in conformance with Section 1205 
of the Maricopa County Zoning Ordinance; Drainage Policies and Standards; 
Floodplain Regulations for Maricopa County; MCDOT Roadway Design Manual; 
and current engineering policies, standards and best practices at the time of 
application for construction. 

 
Please contact me if you have any questions or require any additional information. 

http://www.maricopa.gov/planning
mailto:Bob.Fedorka@Maricopa.gov
mailto:redletter@azdot.gov


 
 
 
 
 

 

Subdivision, Infrastructure & 
Planning Program 
1001 N. Central Avenue #150 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 
Phone: (602) 506-1058 
Fax: (602) 506-5813  
TDD 602 506 6704 

Maricopa County 
Environmental Services Department 
Water and Waste Management Division  

DATE: June 27, 2022  
 
TO : Adam Cannon, Planning & Development Dept. 
  Planner 
       
FROM: Souren Naradikian, P.E. 
  Senior Civil Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Convert both sides of an existing V-shaped static billboard to digital. 
Z2022109 
 
The Maricopa County Environmental Services Department (MCESD) has reviewed 
documents received from the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
for the above referenced project. This project is a request to Convert billboard to 
digital sign at APN # 132-18-001D. According to the submitted documents, water and 
sewer services will not be needed, MCESD has no concerns.  
 
Based on the above, MCESD raised no objection to this project to the Planning & 
Development Department in Accela Automation on June 27, 2022 and the project 
may proceed at this time subject to the following stipulations: 
 
Condition: None. 
 
It should be noted that this document does not approve the referenced project.  
Comments are provided only as advisory to Maricopa County Planning and 
Development Department to assist staff to prepare a staff report.  Other Maricopa 
County agencies may have additional requirements. Final review and approval will be 
made through Planning and Development Department procedures. Applicant may 
need to submit separate applications to the Maricopa County Environmental Services 
Department for approval of proposed facilities regulated by the Department.  Review 
of any such application will be based on regulations in force at the time of 
application. 
 



From: Brittany Franklin
To: Adam Cannon (PND)
Subject: Re: Z2022109 - Special Use Permit for Billboard Digital Conversion
Date: Wednesday, June 22, 2022 4:00:00 PM

Thank you so much! I'll share with others at the district and will be sure to reach out with any
comments we may have.

I appreciate your help and hope you're doing well!

--

On Wed, Jun 22, 2022 at 3:07 PM Adam Cannon (PND) <Adam.Cannon@maricopa.gov>
wrote:

Good afternoon Brittany,

 

This would not be related.  This is a proposed billboard at a site and we are required to route
to you for any comments you may have as you are within the notification area.  I attached
the site plan in the event you have any comments.

 

Best regards,

 

 

Adam Cannon, AICP

Planner

Maricopa County Planning & Development Department

301 W. Jefferson St., Suite 170, Phoenix, AZ 85003

Desk: 602-372-0292

mailto:brittany.franklin@tempeschools.org
mailto:Adam.Cannon@maricopa.gov
mailto:Adam.Cannon@maricopa.gov
https://www.maricopa.gov/797/Planning-Development


adam.cannon@maricopa.gov

 

P&D is now 100% digital for construction permit applications.

Find information on our new permit process here.

 

 

 

 

 

From: Brittany Franklin <brittany.franklin@tempeschools.org> 
Sent: Monday, June 20, 2022 9:40 AM
To: Adam Cannon (PND) <Adam.Cannon@maricopa.gov>
Subject: Re: Z2022109 - Special Use Permit for Billboard Digital Conversion

 

Hello Adam!

 

I wanted to touch base to see if there is something Tempe Elementary should be aware of
regarding this.  We don't have Billboards, but we do have marquees at our school and
district offices.  Is this related at all?  Any information you could provide would be greatly
appreciated.

 

Much thanks and hope you had a great weekend!

--

 

 

mailto:adam.cannon@maricopa.gov
https://www.maricopa.gov/1629/Construction-Permit-Information
mailto:brittany.franklin@tempeschools.org
mailto:Adam.Cannon@maricopa.gov


 

On Tue, Jun 14, 2022 at 6:08 PM Adam Cannon (PND) <Adam.Cannon@maricopa.gov>
wrote:

Good afternoon all,

 

This e-mail serves as notification of an application we have received from Bergin, Franks,
Smalley & Oberholtzer (BFSO) for a Special Use Permit for a Billboard Digital
Conversion.  Applicable documents for review are available on the Online Permit
Manager at: https://accela.maricopa.gov/CitizenAccessMCOSS/Default.aspx.  You can
search for the case by using the Special Use Permit case number Z2022109. 

 

A virtual TAC meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at 9:45 a.m.  If you
would like to participate, please contact me and I will send you access details.

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

 

Best regards,

 

Adam Cannon, AICP

Planner

Maricopa County Planning & Development Department

301 W. Jefferson St., Suite 170, Phoenix, AZ 85003

Desk: 602-372-0292

adam.cannon@maricopa.gov

 

P&D is now 100% digital for construction permit applications.

Find information on our new permit process here.

 

 

mailto:Adam.Cannon@maricopa.gov
https://accela.maricopa.gov/CitizenAccessMCOSS/Default.aspx
https://www.maricopa.gov/797/Planning-Development
mailto:adam.cannon@maricopa.gov
https://www.maricopa.gov/1629/Construction-Permit-Information



